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+ĈāāÕËġ °éġæ ¤Ě 

òThe High-Risk Team Model is an evidence 

based practice that we believe will save lives.  

If we can predict the cases that could become 

lethal, we can prevent them, and thatõs what 

this team will work together to do.ó Féàæ-séĚ÷ ~Õ¿Ā éĀĚ 
ġĈ pĖÕıÕāġ 1ĈĀÕĚġéË 
¯éĈúÕāËÕ FĈĀéËéÑÕĚ 
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Photo : Domestic Violence High Risk Team members from  

Family Services, the Tulare County Sheriffõs Department, District 

Attorneyõs Office, and Probation meet bi-monthly to share  

information and collaborate to design interventions for the 

highest-risk domestic violence cases in the county. 

Domestic violence homicides are often perceived as coming out of nowhereñas something that happens when a 

partner òjust snaps.ó  Research tells a different story.  We now know that the escalation of domestic violence to a  

lethal level follows an identifiable pattern with identifiable indicators.  A new collaborative effort in Tulare County is 

focusing on using those indicators to identify which cases are escalating toward a homicide and to find  

opportunities for the system to intervene early on.   

The effort is called the Domestic Violence High-Risk Team (DVHRT) Model.  Family Services and the Tulare County 

Sheriffõs Office are co-leading the project, which also includes the Tulare County District Attorneyõs Office, and the 

Tulare County Probation Department.   The DVHRT Model incorporates evidence-based risk assessment tools into  



˫Féàæ séĚ÷ ~Õ¿Āˬ Story continued from page 1  

Family Services Executive Director Caity Meader speaks at a press  

conference announcing the Domestic Violence High Risk Team on  

October 16 along with District Attorney Tim Ward (left) and Sheriff 

Mike Boudreaux (right.) 

FĈĲ éġ °ĈĖ÷Ě 
The escalation of domestic violence to a  

lethal level follows an identifiable pattern 

with identifiable indicators . 

Sheriffõs Office and Family Services use  

evidence-based tools to identify survivors 

at highest risk of being murdered or  

seriously assaulted. 

Cases go to Tulare Countyõs Domestic  

Violence High Risk Team for review,  

ongoing monitoring, and intervention.  

Survivor  

Safety  

Offender  

Accountability  

Tulare Countyõs Domestic Violence High Risk Team 

Tulare Countyõs domestic violence response system 

to identify the most dangerous casesñthose that 

are at greatest risk of lethal or near lethal assault.  

The multidisciplinary team then meets regularly to 

monitor these high -risk cases, sharing case  

information and implementing specific intervention 

plans to mitigate the danger.  

The Tulare County Sheriffõs Office and Family  

Services of Tulare County are both using new risk 

assessment tools when working with domestic  

violence cases.  Sheriffõs Office detectives and  

deputies are using an 11-question tool called the 

Danger Assessment for Law Enforcement (DA-LE) 

when responding to any call involving domestic  

violence.  Advocates at Family Services are using an 

in-depth, 20-question tool with survivors who are 

seeking out services, called the Danger Assessment.  

Both were developed by Dr. Jacquelyn Campbell of 

Johns Hopkins University, the leading researcher in 

the field of intimate partner homicide.   

When a deputy uses the DA-LE during a domestic  

violence call and the case screens in as high-risk, the 

deputy advises the survivor that they are in a  

dangerous situation and urges them to get help.   

òResearch shows that there is something powerful 

about intervention from law enforcement just after 

an incident because the survivor is very open,ó said 

Caity Meader, Executive Director of Family Services.  

òWhen a member of law enforcement says to them, 

ôbased on the answers to these questions, Iõm very 

afraid for your safetyõ it can make a huge difference.ó 

The hope is that more survivors of domestic violence 

will seek safety before the situation escalates to a 

lethal or near lethal one.  According to Campbellõs 

research, the majority of domestic violence homicide 

victims, offenders, or bothñup to 83%ñhad contact 

with criminal justice, victim assistance, or health care 

agencies in the year prior to the homicide.   In the 

year prior to the homicide, more than 44% of  

abusers were arrested, and almost one-third of vic-

tims contacted the police. 

At the same time, only 4% of domestic violence  

ɹ 
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eĦĖ ^éĚĚéĈā 
The mission of Family Services  

is to help children, adults, and  

families throughout Tulare County 

heal from violence and  

homicide victims had used a domestic violence hotline or lived in a  

confidential shelter within the year prior to being killed by their partner.   

òThis is the key.  We are trying to develop innovative ways to reach  

victims who are not walking through the doors of our shelter, to let them 

know that help exists, because our services are protective,ó said Meader.    

All cases from the Sheriffõs Office that have screened in as high risk go to 

the DVHRT for review and intervention (Family Services only refers the 

case to the DVHRT with the survivorõs permission.)  Representatives from 

the four partner agencies meet in person, twice a month, to review each 

case.  The bimonthly meetings ensure an open line of communication  

between all members of the team, allowing each agency to take actions 

to increase safety for the victim and maximize accountability for the  

offender.   

The DVHRT Model is a nationally-recognized domestic violence homicide 

prevention framework identified by the Department of Justice, Office on 

Violence Against Women as a leading promising practice in the field.   

Tulare County was selected through a competitive application process as 

one of two communities in the United States to receive customized  

training and technical assistance to fully implement the Model.    

Monica Rodriguez is Family Servicesõ DVHRT Coordinator.  In her role, she  

manages the administrative processes of the High Risk Team and serves 

as Family Servicesõ primary contact person with domestic violence  

survivors who are at highest risk.   

òI am humbled to be part of something that has the potential to save 

lives,ó said Rodriguez.  òSince our community is one of the first to fully roll 

out the High Risk Team Model, we have the ability to influence other 

communities to implement a process like this.  Tulare County is at the 

forefront, and I see us being part of a larger movement that helps  

survivors in our own community and beyond.ó 

Left: Monica Rodriguez, Family Servicesõ Domestic Violence High Risk Team Coordinator.   

Right: DVHRT partner agencies participated in a panel discussion on domestic violence at a 210 

Connect community forum on November 13.  From left: Lieutenant Mark Gist from the Tulare 

County Sheriffõs Office; Caity Meader, Executive Director of Family Services; Katrina Brownson, 

Deputy District Attorney; and Tate Rankin, Division Manager from Tulare County Probation. ɺ 


